
	

Top	10	impro	tips	

 

Improvisation	seems	like	a	mystical	skill,	but	anyone	can	learn	it	
with	some	straightforward	techniques!	Here	are	10	tips	for	
improvising	over	a	minor	chord:	

1. Keep	it	simple:	Memorable	lines	are	often	
straightforward—just	think	of	the	“Baker	Street”	riff	
versus	a	complex	bebop	line.		

2. Use	the	scale:	Playing	the	scale	up	to	the	9th,	with	varied	
timing,	can	be	very	effective.		

3. Use	chord	tones:	The	root,	3rd,	5th,	7th,	and	9th	of	the	
chord	always	sound	sweet—try	patterns	like	9-7-5.		

4. Don’t	overplay:	Leave	space,	like	a	conversation—pauses	
allow	the	music	to	breathe.		

5. Develop	and	repeat	motifs:	Find	a	simple	idea	and	repeat	
it—it’s	hypnotic	and	engaging.		

6. Use	chromatics:	Chromatic	steps	to	target	notes	add	
colour.		

7. Use	a	quote:	A	snippet	from	a	well-known	melody	is	
always	clever.		

8. Use	the	flat	5:	The	“blue	note”	sounds	great	in	minor	
contexts.		

9. Return	to	ideas:	Revisiting	motifs	adds	structure	and	
confidence.		

10. Create	a	story	arc:	Build	intensity	to	a	peak,	then	
resolve—give	your	solo	a	beginning,	middle,	and	end.	

	



Final	Thoughts	

Improvising	shouldn’t	be	intimidating;	it	should	be	fun	and	
beautiful	for	both	the	player	and	the	listener.	Resist	the	urge	to	
focus	on	complexity—if	you	deliver	simple	ideas	with	precision	
and	consistency,	you’ll	naturally	grow.	Most	of	all,	enjoy	
playing	and	have	fun!	
	

 

	


